
 
 News Release

 

109 Governor Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219 ● www.vdh.virginia.gov 
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                   May 23, 2005 
For More Information Contact                                                                   VDH 06-31 
Tobey Allen, (804) 864-7747 
Shannon Wright, (804) 864-7743 
 

 TEENS CHALLENGE PEERS TO BUCKLE UP AND SAVE LIVES 
 

(Richmond, VA)--Traffic crashes are the leading cause of injury related death for teenagers. 
The reason?  Many teens simply do not buckle up. But some students are out to change that. The 
annual Buckle Up Challenge, sponsored by the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) Division of 
Injury and Violence Prevention, is a student-led project to promote seat belt use and awareness 
among teenagers.  

 
From May 14-20, students at participating schools conducted an observational seat belt 

survey. The surveys help determine the level of seat belt usage on the school campus. During the 
week of May 21-27 students will participate in awareness activities that promote seat belt use. 
Students will conduct final surveys to compare the results to the first surveys from May 28-June 3. 
All schools with at least 70 percent seat belt usage will receive an award from VDH for their efforts. 
This event is takes place during the National Click It or Ticket seat belt enforcement campaign.  

 
In addition to the student surveys, this year’s Buckle Up Challenge included a public service 

announcement contest. Virginia students were invited to submit a 30-second public service 
announcement that promoted seat belt usage. The winning videos were voted on by the public and 
can be viewed at www.safetyseatva.org.  

 
The winners of the 2006 Buckle Up Challenge Public Service Announcement Contest are: 
 
First Place: Heritage High School in Lynchburg 
Produced by Ronnie Coleman, Jeremy Thomas, Josh Sanchez, Leslie Parker and   
Jasmine Reid 
 
Runner Up: Prince George High School in Prince George  

            Produced by Daniel Brown and Nick Vanderburg 
 
To learn more about seat belt use and occupant protection visit the VDH Division of Injury 

and Violence Prevention Web site at www.vahealth.org/civp or call (800) 732-8333.  
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: The winning Buckle Up Challenge public service announcement videos are 
available to the media to show on air between May 23 and June 2. Call (804) 864-7743 for more 
information. 
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